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Editorial
This special issue of Transportation Research Procedia journal includes the selected revised papers presented at the
1st European Transport Conference organised by the Association for European Transport, from September 30th to
ctober 2nd 2013, at the Campus Westend of Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany.
The Association for European Transport (AET) is a leading European association for transport professionals bringing
ogether transport policymakers, practitioners and academic researchers to debate and pursue issues of common interest
ertinent to European transport. The European Transport Conference (ETC) is a yearly conference that facilitates
etworking with European colleagues, with the aim of connecting the worlds of research, consultancy, policy and
ractice. The conference brings together, on the one hand, academia and researchers and, on the other hand, policy
akers and practitioners in the transport field, in the attempt to present the latest advancements and practices in the
ransport field, and to discuss about up-to-date questions.
The twofold “soul” of the conference (oriented to theorethical methods and practical applications, mathematical
odels and case studies) is reflected also by the papers presented at the conference, covering a wide-range of topics:
rom advanced modelling for passengers and freight transport to appraisal methods; from sustainable planning to public
ransport and rail case studies. A total of 213 papers were presented at the conference, 77 papers were first selected
o be published in this issue. Each of these papers was peer-reviewed by experts in the related field. At the end of
he review process, a total of 27 high quality papers were accepted for publication. These include papers on transport
odeling for road networks [1] and public transportation systems [2] as well methods for estimating passengers demand
[3] [4]) and freights movements ([5] [6]).
A second set of papers deals with project appraisal discussing long-term societal and economic changes and how
hese can affect inputs for a correct cost-benefits analysis [7], proposing indicators to measure competitiveness of
uropean regions [8], assessing road pricing scheme [9], ITS solution for motorways [10], Bus Rapid Transit [11] and
valuating public security and surveillance [12].
Changes in mobility patterns are analysed by a third set of papers evaluating the potential usage of battery elec-
ric vehicles [13] and relating new concepts of living, urban development, and societal changes to travel demand
[14] [15] [16]). Long-distance transport studies are presented for the French case [17], for the intermodal corridor
etween Sweden and Germany [18], between Norway and continental Europe [19], and for South-African railways [20].
A fourth set of papers presents public transport studies, including a comparison between four different cases of
egional rail services in Europe [21], a methodology for designing interurban bus services in Piedimont region (Italy)
22] and two case studies of de-regulated bus services in UK [23]. Two papers on how to enhance and measure
ustomers’ travel experience by train ([24] [25]) and a discussion on how to regulate taxi services to meet several user
egment needs [26] conclude this section.
Finally, this special issue includes the paper by Derek Halden on Accessibility Planning in the UK [27] that received
ET’s Committee for Planning for Sustainable Land Use and Transport best paper award at ETC 2013.
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As the guest editor of this issue, I am pleased to see such a variety of articles contributed by scholars and professionals
from all over the world. Special thanks go to all reviewers, members of the international editorial board, to the publisher,
and to those involved in the technical processes. I would like to thank all who contributed to making this issue a reality.
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